Assessment tool for total laparoscopic hysterectomy: a Delphi consensus survey among international experts.
To achieve consensus among experts on the essentials steps to include in an assessment tool for total laparoscopic hysterectomy. Using a Delphi consensus process, an initial survey was created based on the current literature and local expertise in laparoscopic surgery and sent to international experts in laparoscopic gynaecology. Experts were selected according to specific criteria. A second survey was formulated based on the answers and comments from the first round and sent to all experts who participated in the first round. Consensus was defined as a Cronbach alpha ≥ 0.80. A rate of agreement ≥ 0.70 was used to define which substeps to keep in the final tool. From the 85 experts invited to participate, 53 (62%) agreed to participate, and 51 of these participated in both rounds. The final instrument to assess total laparoscopic hysterectomy was created using the items with a high level of agreement after two rounds. This final tool showed good internal consistency among the experts, with a Cronbach alpha of 0.90. Using a Delphi methodology, we achieved international consensus among experts in laparoscopic gynaecology within a short time frame and with minimal costs. The resulting evaluation tool for total laparoscopic hysterectomy may serve in the assessment of surgical skills in the future, and would be a valuable adjunct to postgraduate training and continuing medical education programs. This tool will now undergo a validation process, comparing the rating scores of novices and experts surgeons.